Elections

Q1 Why do election officers remain in the polling station all day?

Q2 Why does every elector have their own voting number?

Q3 Why put a screen around the voter?

Q4 Why vote with an ‘X’ rather than writing the name of your choice?

Q5 Why post your vote in a ballot box rather than hand it in?

	Q number
	Reason why

	
	The ballot box is locked to stop anyone opening it and taking votes out.

	
	The ballot is ‘secret’, so no one can see your vote.

	
	Almost anyone can write an ‘X’.

	
	Written names can be hard to read, and some names are similar.

	
	If no one can see you vote you can’t be intimidated to vote a particular way.

	
	A unique number prevents people voting twice.

	
	The election officers can’t cheat.

	
	The election officers prevent others cheating.

	
	The election officers prevent each other cheating.

	
	If no one can see you vote, you can’t be teased afterwards about voting for someone. It is up to you if you tell anyone how you voted.

	
	The election officers can’t see how you have voted.

	
	An ‘X’ can’t be identified, unlike handwriting.

	
	To maintain security and see that everything is done properly.

	
	When counting the ballot papers it is easier with crosses in boxes.

	
	

	
	

	
	


